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9. A method for removing water vapor from an analyte
slug passing between a sparge vessel, trap and gas
chromatograph, comprising the steps of:

(a) passing the analyte slug through a passage heated to
a first temperature higher than ambient, as the analyte
slug passes from the sparge vessel to the trap; and

(b) passing the analyte slug through the passage that is
air cooled to a second temperature below said first
temperature but not below ambient, as the analyte slug

passes from the trap to the gas chromatograph.
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(1) 35U.S.C. § 112 the sixth paragraph
An element in a claim for a combination may be

expressed as a means or step for performing a specified
function without the recital of structure, material, or acts
described in the specification and equivalents thereof.

(2) 115F.3d1576, 42 U.S.P.Q2d 1777 (Fed. Cir. 1996)
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(4) 64 U.S.PQ.2d 1182
(5) 50 U.S.PQ.2d 1225.
(6) Concurring Opinion

(7) 111 F.3 1578, 42 U.S.PQ2d 1538 (Fed. Cir. 1997).
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